• The consequences of failing to develop and implement national standards for software and equipment that are to be part of the national architecture (www.cmaj.ca/cgi/doi/10.1503/cmaj.109-3239).
• The differences between Canadian and international approaches in developing the system, particularly the adoption of "meaningful use" provisions in purchasing programs in other nations to ensure that physicians and patients actually benefit from capital investments (www.cmaj.ca/cgi/doi/10.1503/cmaj.109-3761).
So divided are opinions on Canada's approach that some have accused Canada Health Infoway of building a "Tower of Babel," while others have argued that the situation is now so incoherent that what is needed is some manner of national "watchdog" to assess government ehealth efforts (www.cmaj.ca/cgi/doi/10.1503/cmaj.109-3783). Still others contend that the national strategy needs desperately to be refocused.
Canada's political parties appear unconvinced, as all essentially duck the issue of whether change is needed.
The Conservative Party declined to participate in the CMAJ survey and while in office, has demonstrated no inclination whatsoever to in any way address the issue.
The Liberals offer little more than a vague promise: "to accelerate the use of electronic health records by health care professionals, and to ensure that all Canadians benefit from electronic health records.
The New Democrats, meanwhile, say they would examine the current situation before determining what remedial measures are needed, while the Bloc Québécois says that whatever changes are made, the province must remain the "prime contractor." -Wayne Kondro, CMAJ Survey question: What changes would your party make to Canada Health Infoway and its current strategy for implementing electronic medical records?
Conservative response: No response. Rather than participate in CMAJ's 2011 election survey, the Conservatives forwarded a weblink to their party platform. Asked what the rationale was for declining participation, party spokesperson Ryan Sparrow says the weblink constitutes a response to the survey. "That response is the response from the campaign."
Liberal response:
"A Liberal government will work with doctors, nurses and health practitioners to accelerate the use of electronic health records by health care professionals, and to ensure that all Canadians benefit from electronic health records."
New Democrat response:
"Electronic medical records and their companion electronic health records provide a vital tool in improving the health care of Canadians. However the implementation of new technological systems quite often can be improved. However before a New Democrat government would propose any changes to the current
